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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN  
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

The Western Australian Local Government 
Association (WALGA) is proud to partner 
with the WA Women’s Hall of Fame in the 
production of this 2026 commemorative 
booklet.

The WA Women’s Hall of Fame recognises 
and celebrates inspiring Western Australian 
women from diverse educational, 
organisational, and cultural backgrounds 
who have left their mark on our 
communities. 

We know that success in our sector relies 
on diverse and inclusive leadership across 
our 139 Local Governments throughout the 
State. 

Women have always played a vital part in 
that leadership, but their impact has not 
always been acknowledged; it wasn’t until 
1975 for example, that WA saw its first 
female Mayor. 

In the 2025 Local Government Elections, 
40% of all those standing to become 

Elected Members were women, and we 
now have 57 female Mayors or Presidents in 
the State.

As you explore the impressive biographies, 
I hope you are moved not only by the 
remarkable achievements of these women, 
but also by their impact on Western 
Australia.

Elevating the stories and achievements 
of our female leaders is vital in inspiring 
future generations to contribute to our 
communities, in whatever shape that may 
take. 

As a ‘call for nominations’ champion for 
this year’s awards and as the WALGA 
President, I am proud to have helped shine 
a light on our women leaders and support 
them in achieving their aspirations.

Congratulations to this year’s recipients, and 
I look forward to seeing the WA Women’s 
Hall of Fame continue to progress from 
strength to strength.

Cr Karen Chappel AM JP 
President WALGA
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MESSAGE FROM THE COMMITTEE

The WA Women’s Hall of Fame respectfully 
acknowledges Aboriginal people as the 
traditional custodians of the lands, waters 
and seas across Western Australia. 

We recognise their enduring cultural and 
spiritual connections and honour their 
continuing contribution to our State.

As we continue beyond our fifteenth year, 
we reflect with pride on the more than 
three hundred inspiring women who have 
been inducted into the WA Women’s Hall 
of Fame. 

Their stories form a powerful record of 
leadership, service and achievement across 
generations and geographies.

From city centres to country towns, 
regional hubs and remote communities, 
women across Western Australia have 
made profound contributions to the social, 
cultural, economic and civic life of our 
State. 

This year’s theme, From City to Country, 
celebrates the breadth of women’s impact 
across Western Australia – affirming that 
leadership and influence are shaped by 
commitment, courage and service, not by 
postcode.

The Hall of Fame exists to celebrate 
their achievements and ensure women’s 
contributions – metropolitan and regional 
– are visible, valued and remembered,
including those often made quietly and
without expectation of recognition, now
and for future generations.

By sharing these stories, we honour the 
past, inspire the present and support 
progress toward gender equity.

We thank our valued sponsors, partners and 
supporters for their continued generosity.

It is with great pleasure that we present the 
2026 WA Women’s Hall of Fame Inductees.

Fiona Reid, Chairperson
WA Women’s Hall of Fame 
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2026 INDUCTEES
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Professor Archa Fox		 	
 Donna Buckley  BSc, GradDipEd Murd 

Roll of Honour	 Margaret Cockman OAM CSTJ

Roll of Honour	 Harriet Hooton

Roll of Honour	 Simone McMahon AM

Roll of Honour	 Shirley Thorn AM JP
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Sue Starcken BA (Hons) MA

ARTIST, CURATOR, ACADEMIC AND 
WRITER

Sue is nationally and internationally recognised 
and acknowledged as one of WA’s foremost 
contemporary artists. She graduated from ECU 
with a Bachelor of Arts in 2001 and went on 
to obtain Honours, and a Master’s Degree in 
Medieval and Early Modern Studies from UWA. 

Photographer: Karen Wheatland
Arts category proudly sponsored by 
Karen Wheatland Photography 

Janine Ban

BALLET DIRECTOR, TEACHER AND COACH

Janine has transformed ballet education in 
WA, inspiring dreams and nurturing passions 
as co-founder of “The Perth School of Ballet”. 
With her fellow directors she has introduced a 
holistic model of learning combining technical 
excellence, academic pathways, emotional 
wellbeing, embracing diversity over rigid ideals 
of physical perfection, making ballet accessible 
to all.

Photographer: Karen Wheatland
Arts category proudly sponsored by 
Karen Wheatland Photography 
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Megan McCracken

BUSINESS LEADER & GENDER EQUITY 
ADVOCATE

Megan represents the rare combination of 
exceptional business leadership, unwavering 
community commitment, and transformative 
impact on gender equality across multiple 
industries critical to Western Australia’s economy. 
Her inspiring impact extends to volunteering 
as Chair of the National Association of Women 
in Operations (NAWO), mentoring women and 
advocating for systemic change.

Photographer: Karen Wheatland
Business category proudly sponsored by 
Cornerstone Legal

Mala Haji-Ali JP

CEO BROOME CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE & INDUSTRY

Raised in Wyndham, Mala is a business leader 
who is widely recognised in regional and 
national media for her leadership, advocacy 
and work supporting Aboriginal communities 
and positively impacting social and economic 
outcomes across the Kimberley. Deeply involved 
with community, she is a Justice of the Peace 
and former Broome Shire Councillor.

Photographer: Goolarri Media
Business category proudly sponsored by 
Cornerstone Legal
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Rabia Siddique

HUMANITARIAN, ADVOCATE, AUTHOR 
& SPEAKER

Rabia is an inspiring humanitarian, lawyer, 
author, advocate and speaker, whose life reflects 
courage, service, and leadership. A former 
British Army officer and international human 
rights lawyer, who has dedicated her career to 
justice, governance, community leadership, and 
building trust and equity across institutions and 
society.

Photographer: Karen Wheatland

Community category proudly sponsored by 
Family Access Services 

Deb Wilkes

COMMUNITY LEADER

Deb is an Illawadjardi woman whose ancestors 
walked the lands and waters near Shark Bay.  
She has worked in community development 
across the not-for-profit, charitable and local 
government sectors for more than three 
decades, making an enduring contribution and 
transforming communities across the Pilbara, 
Gascoyne and Peel regions.

Photographer: Karen Wheatland

Community category proudly sponsored by 
Family Access Services 
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Rosemary Walley

NOONGAR CULTURAL LEADER

Rosemary is a Whadjuk and Pindjarup yorga 
with connections across the southwest. 
She holds a Bachelor of Applied Science in 
Indigenous Community Management and 
Development and a Master of Philosophy. 
As Principal Consultant at Kambarang Services, 
Rose has pursued a path of culture, enabling her 
to work with, and for her people.

Photographer: Karen Wheatland
Culture category

Carol Pettersen OAM JP

CULTURAL ADVOCATE AND AUTHOR

Carol is a member of the Menang–Gnudju 
Noongar nation, and at 84 years young, she 
has served for more than four decades as a 
Ministerial Indigenous advisor, Justice of the 
Peace, storyteller, land-care-activist, cultural 
educator and mentor. She is an exemplar of 
cultural wisdom, helping develop social and 
emotional mental health programs.

Photographer: Warren Bellette
Culture category 

WA WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME
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Emerita Professor  
Margaret Nowak AM

EDUCATOR

Professor Nowak’s distinguished 40-year career 
in higher education has made a profound and 
lasting contribution to Western Australia’s 
academic, economic, and cultural landscape. 
Her legacy includes the development of business 
education in WA, most notably as the founding 
Director of the Curtin Graduate School of 
Business where she pioneered an online MBA.

Photographer: Karen Wheatland

Education category proudly sponsored by 
Edith Cowan University

Emerita Professor 
Lynette Abbott

EDUCATOR

As a global leader in soil biology, Professor 
Abbott has made an outstanding contribution 
to WA in soil biota education, research, 
and restoration. The first female Professor 
in agriculture at UWA, Lyn is credited with 
promoting the term ‘soil biological fertility’ to 
highlight the contribution of soil organisms for 
land management. 

Photographer: Karen Wheatland

Education category proudly sponsored by 
Edith Cowan University

WA WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME
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Professor Roz Walker PhD

SENIOR PRINCIPAL RESEARCH FELLOW 
(ABORIGINAL HEALTH)

Professor Walker has dedicated 40 years 
to education and research in social and 
environmental determinants of Aboriginal 
health and wellbeing. Her key areas include 
developing transformative and decolonising 
strategies to enhance maternal, child and 
adolescent mental and physical health and 
social wellbeing at individual, organisational 
and community levels requiring system change. 

Photographer: Karen Wheatland

Health category proudly sponsored by 
St John of God Health Care

Dr. Danuta Sampson

HEALTH RESEARCHER AND EDUCATOR

Dr. Sampson works at the Lions Eye Institute 
and the University of Western Australia. Her 
research focuses on developing protocols and 
standardised ophthalmic image and data analysis 
to improve the way serious eye diseases are 
addressed in Western Australia and globally. 
Beyond research, she is a dedicated mentor and 
educator.

Photographer: Karen Wheatland

Health category proudly sponsored by 
St John of God Health Care

WA WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME
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Penny Tanner Hoath 
BAppSc

FOOTBALL ADVOCATE

For four decades Penny has championed 
women’s football, supporting the round-ball 
game as a player representing Australia (1993-
1995), mentor, broadcaster, advocate, and 
archivist. She created WomenSoccer.com.au, an 
archive of WA women’s football, received a life 
membership from Football West, and was until 
recently the only woman on the Football Hall of 
Fame WA Board.

Photographer: Karen Wheatland
Sport category proudly sponsored by the Department 
of Creative Industries, Tourism and Sport

Kate Bevilaqua

TRIATHLETE CHAMPION

Kate is a champion triathlete from Ironman to 
Ultraman, a professional coach, business owner 
and mentor who has inspired athletes for 20+ 
years. Three times Ironman Champion, Seven 
times Half Ironman & 70.3 Champion, the first 
woman in history to outright win an Ultraman, 
the 2016 Ultraman World Champion.

Photographer: Karen Wheatland
Sport category proudly sponsored by the Department 
of Creative Industries, Tourism and Sport

WA WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME
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Donna Buckley BSc, 
GradDipEd Murd 

PRESIDENT MATHEMATICS 
ASSOCIATION OF WA

A 2023 recipient of the Australian Prime 
Minister's Prize for Excellence in Science 
Teaching in Secondary Schools, Donna is 
dedicated to advancing mathematics education 
in WA. She believes that with a creative and 
curious education we can inspire the future 
generation, dream of solutions, build equity 
amongst people and improve society.

Photographer: Karen Wheatland
STEM & Technical Trades category

Professor Archa Fox

SCIENTIST AND EDUCATOR

Archa has dedicated her career to 
science, leading RNA research at UWA, 
despite starting life in the Rajneesh sect, 
with no formal education until her teens. 
Her outreach in the pandemic led to her 
appointment to the Prime Minister’s National 
Science & Technology Council in 2025.

Photographer: Karen Wheatland
STEM & Technical Trades category
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Harriet (Ettie) Hooton 
(1875-1960)

WOMEN’S RIGHTS ACTIVIST

Miss Hooton was a West Australian women’s 
rights activist and editor. She was active in a 
number of organisations including the Women’s 
Service Guilds WA, the National Council of 
Women WA, the Australian Natives Association, 
the Australian Labor Federation and founded the 
WA State Council of State School Organisations.

Photograph: Courtesy the WACSSO
Roll of Honour proudly sponsored by the 
Metropolitan Cemeteries Board

Margaret Cockman 
OAM CSTJ (1931-2023)

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER

Margaret dedicated her life to helping build 
her community in Wanneroo for over 55 years, 
tirelessly giving, inspiring, and volunteering 
with organisations including CWA, Agricultural 
& Historical Societies, St John Ambulance, 
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade and many others. 
Civic leaders agree, many local community 
groups exist and thrive because of Margaret.

Photograph: Courtesy the Cockman Family Collection
Roll of Honour proudly sponsored by the 
Metropolitan Cemeteries Board
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Shirley Thorn AM JP 
(1935-2025) 

AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY 
ADVOCATE

Shirley made a significant and unheralded 
contribution to grain industry development and 
agricultural community life in Western Australia 
over seven decades. Her leadership extended 
to numerous boards and committees including 
serving as Councillor for 18-years with the 
Royal Agricultural Society of WA, giving her 
time, energy, and knowledge generously.

Photograph: Courtesy the Royal Agricultural Society of WA
Roll of Honour proudly sponsored by the 
Metropolitan Cemeteries Board

Simone McMahon AM 
(1982-2023)

TRANSPLANT ADVOCATE

Simone received a transplant at 11, achieved 
a Bachelor of Laws degree and founded The 
Organ Donation and Transplant Foundation 
of WA. Despite a failed kidney and 13 years 
dialysis, Simone received Member of the Order 
of Australia, WA Young Australian and other 
accolades. Simone passed awaiting a second 
transplant.

Photograph: Courtesy the McMahon Family Collection
Roll of Honour proudly sponsored by the 
Metropolitan Cemeteries Board

WA WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME
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WA Women’s  
Hall of Fame’s vision 
is to recognise, 
promote and celebrate 
WA Women

VISION

KEY RESULT AREAS

As stated in the Model Rules for the WA Women’s Hall of 
Fame (WA WHOF) 2017, the objects of the Association are: 

1.	To recognise and promote the contribution of women to 
Western Australia 

2.	To celebrate women’s contribution to WA through the WA 
Women’s Hall of Fame 

3.	To advance gender equality through advocacy and 
collaboration 

4.	To provide a platform for the ongoing contribution 
of the WA Women’s Hall of Fame Alumni to the 
advancement of gender equality 

PURPOSE

Annual 
recognition  

of new inductees 
into the 

Hall of Fame

Community  
awareness and 

engagement about 
the contribution of 
women to Western 

Australia 

Organisational 
development 

GOAL: Highlight and 
celebrate women’s 
contribution to WA 
through induction into 
the WA Women’s Hall 
of Fame

GOAL: Raise the 
profile of the Hall of 
Fame as a primary 
source of information 
about women’s 
achievements 

GOAL: Achieve good 
governance and strong 
business practices 
that enable activity 
throughout the year

STRATEGIC PLAN
SUMMARY 
2023-2026

For more details visit www.wawomenshalloffame.com.au
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The WA Women’s Hall of Fame would like to thank our 
2026 Commemorative Booklet Production Partner

Thank you to all our supporters, partners, and sponsors.




