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VISION

PURPOSE

WA WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME IS TO RECOGNISE, PROMOTE AND 
CELEBRATE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN WOMEN

The purpose of the WA Women’s Hall of Fame is to:

1	 To recognise and promote  
	 the contribution of women 
	 to Western Australia

2	 To celebrate women’s
	 contribution to WA
	 through the WA Women’s 
	 Hall of Fame

4	 To provide a platform for
	 the ongoing contribution  
	 of the WA Women’s Hall 
	 of Fame Alumni to the 
	 advacement of gender 
	 equality

3	 To advance gender 
	 equality through advocacy 
	 and collaboration
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

The WA Women’s Hall of Fame acknowledges Aboriginal people as the traditional custodians 
of these lands, their unique cultural and spiritual relationships to the land, waters and seas, 
and rich contribution to Western Australia.

2024 WA Women’s Hall of Fame
‘Roll of Honour’

Dr. Judyth Watson OAM  
(1940-2023) 

Dr. Rosemary van den Berg PhD  
(1939-2022) 

Katharine Susannah Prichard  
(1883-1969) 

Mary (Mollie) Skinner  
(1876-1955)
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CHAIRS REPORT

Since 2011, the WA Women’s 
Hall of Fame has been the 
flagship event of the WA 
International Women’s Day 
(IWD) celebrations in Perth. The 
importance of this initiative has 
now been recognised as a key 
strategy in the WA Government’s 
Stronger Together: WA’s Plan 
for Gender Equity. Priority area: 
Leadership. Goal: Women’s 
skills, achievements and 
strengths are valued, enabling 
them to participate equally in 
the community, including at 
leadership levels. 
This premiere event honours 
Western Australian women 
who have made significant 
contributions to the State’s 
history, culture, and community 
within eight important 
categories: Arts, Business, 
Community, Culture, Education, 
Health, Sport, and STEM & 
Technical Trades, and the Roll of 
Honour. 

The process by which women are nominated for induction 
encourages all members of our community to look at the 
role of women in their towns, in their suburbs, in their 
city, and think about their contribution and impact. This 
approach aims to continue, and in some instances open 
the conversation about women, their achievements, their 
contribution, and gender equity throughout this State. The 
nomination process is supported by an extensive media, 
and direct marketing campaign to capture as many residents 
of Western Australia as possible including the CaLD 
community; First Nations, LGBTIQA+, and our regional 
populations. 
Having a community member honoured by induction to the 
WA Women’s Hall of Fame can bring great pride, respect, 
and joy to communities who may feel underrepresented in 
public honours. This has previously been evidenced by the 
way media in communities (metropolitan and regional) have 
given time, and space to announce and celebrate a local 
inductee. 
The National Women’s Report Card shows the challenges 
women in Australia face through youth and young 
adulthood, in careers and working life, through parenthood 
and families, and in later life. The Western Australian 
community continues to face issues related to women 
including rising domestic violence and the widening gender 
pay gap.  
The recognition of women through WA Women’s Hall 
of Fame, and the widespread media (press, radio, public 
spaces and social), raises awareness about the contributions 
made by women and this in turn influences policies with 
regards to women’s issues and ultimately contributes to a 
culture of respect for women. Encouraging and empowering 

communities to be progressive and persuasive in advancing 
the status of women in society, whilst fostering greater 
respect, and progressing gender equality.

2024 WA Women’s Hall of Fame Ceremony 

At the close of nominations in December 2023 over 90 
submissions were received from community, business, 
and women’s organisations around the State. From the 
nominations, sixteen women (two in each category) along 
with four women for the ‘Roll of Honour’ were selected, to 
be acknowledged for their significant contribution to the 
Western Australian community, by a panel which consisted 
of WA Women’s Hall of Fame Committee Members, and 
2023 Inductees. 
The 2024 Ceremony was held on the eve of International 
Women’s Day, in Government House Ballroom and attended 
by 150+ guests including government and department 
representatives, sponsors, members, inductees, family, and 
friends. 
The evening started with an introduction from MC 
Professor Parwinder Kaur, 2023 WA Women’s Hall of Fame 
Inductee, followed by a Welcome to Country by 2016 WA 
Women’s Hall of Fame Inductee, Aunty Glenda Kickett. 
Then the Honourable Sue Ellery MLC, Minister for Finance; 
Commerce, Women’s Interests, Leader of Government in the 
Legislative Council, gave the opening address. 
Each category sponsor was invited to the stage for the 
announcement of the woman in their sponsored category. 
Together with the Minister, they congratulated each woman 
who gave an acceptance speech. The evening concluded 
with a live performance by local artists, violin trio from 
Dolce Ensembles. 
The 2024 WA Women’s Hall of Fame Inductees are 
representative of the diverse and far-reaching positive impact 
women have on Western Australian communities, history 
and culture. 
As we move towards the 15th year (2025) of this community 
initiative, we are pleased to see the continued growth, 
diversity, and acknowledgement this event has brought to 
bear in highlighting women’s enormous contribution to 
our communities, place, and all areas of society, and the 
subsequent conversations around gender equity. 
Thank you to all our Members and the WA Women’s Hall of 
Fame Committee for your continued support. Together with 
our valued sponsors, you enable us to pay respect to and 
celebrate women in all areas of life within our great State.  
It has been a pleasure to be the 2023-2024 Committee 
Chairperson of the WA Women’s Hall of Fame, and I look 
forward to an inspiring and successful 2025.

Fiona Reid 
2024 WA Women’s Hall of Fame Chair
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2024 INDUCTEES WA WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME

2024 WA Women’s Hall of Fame Inductees at Government House with The Honourable Sue Ellery MLC, Minister 
for Finance; Commerce, Women’s Interests, Leader of Government in the Legislative Council, and Fiona Reid, 
Chairperson. 

ARTS: Jessica Gethin   

ARTS: Kankawa Nagarra 

BUSINESS: Esme Bowen  

BUSINESS: Libby Lyons 

COMMUNITY: Dr Sandy Chong  

COMMUNITY: Rachael Hain 

CULTURE: Di (Dianne) Ryder OAM  

CULTURE: Sandy Dann 

EDUCATION: Assoc. Prof. Lorraine Hammond AM 

EDUCATION: Rebecca Prince-Ruiz OAM

HEALTH: Emeritus Prof. Elizabeth Rakoczy 

HEALTH: Sue Morey OAM

SPORT: Celia Waugh  

SPORT: Colleen Kluwen 

STEM: Captain Carol Dooley  

STEM: Emeritus Prof. Carolyn Oldham
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NOMINATIONS 

The WA Women’s Hall of Fame ‘Call for Nominations’ 2024 was officially 
launched in Parliament House by the Honourable Sue Ellery MLC, Minister 
for Finance; Commerce, Women’s Interests, and Leader of the Government 
Legislative Council.

Following a Welcome to Country by proud Whadjuk Noongar Elder and 
2016 Inductee Glenda Kickett, Fiona Reid, Chairperson WA Women’s Hall 
of Fame, announced an exciting addition to the nomination categories, and 
the 2024 ‘Call for Nomination Champions’. 

An initiative for 2024 was the announcement of the expansion of the STEM 
category to include Technical Trades. 

Whilst women in STEM have long been recognised, the committee noted 
the absence of a category where women who have as excelled in trades, es-
pecially women working in traditionally male dominated industries, whilst 
applying varied which incorporated STEM skills, could be nominated. 

It is hoped that by acknowledging women in this expanded field, it pro-
vides the opportunity to present role models, and thus support for younger 
women considering these areas of endeavour.

Continuing an initiative launched 
in 2022, the WA Women’s Hall of 
Fame appointed two Champions’, 
to support the annual ‘Call for 
Nominations’ campaign for 2024. 
The Champion’s role is to share the 
message publicly and motivate more 
people to nominate. 

The 2024 Champions were invited 
to the role because of their specific 
expertise and abality to support the 
expansion of the STEM category to 
include, Technical Trades. 

It’s such an exciting moment to see the expansion of the STEM category to include Technical Trades in 
the WA Women Hall of Fame. I have known so many incredible women in my time in the maritime and 
blue-collar sectors. This is an incredible opportunity to recognize women who have paved pathways 
in these and other technical and trade areas for decades. It will shine a light on industries that women 
are able to be a part of, encouraging other women to seek a pathway that is celebrated through these 
important and valued awards.” (Cr. Wheatland) 

Mr. John Gelavis 
(MAICD), a 35+ 
year veteran of the 
WA building and 
construction industry 
who is known for his 
advocacy for gender 
equity, and Cr. Karen 
Wheatland, who 
worked 25+ years 
working in the maritime 
industry and was the 
first woman employed 
as a crew member on 
the Fremantle Harbour 
tugboats.

Call for Nominations 						   

Champions						   

Nomination Launch 2023 
Parliament House
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Touring Photographic Exhibition 						   

With the support of Brookfield Properties, the 2024 WA Women’s Hall of Fame Touring Photographic Exhibition was 
launched in the Perth CBD on IWD. 

Proudly presented by Dr. Anh – Specialist Plastic Surgeon and 2023 WA Women’s Hall of Fame Inductee, the exhibit 
was officially opened with an invite only cocktail function in the magnificent surrounds of Brookfield Tower 2. 

The launch was attended by 2024 inductees, Committee Members, and special guests. 

Brookfield Properties has supported this exhibition since its inception in 2020, providing the space and exhibition 
infrastructure at no charge. Their support now extends to include promotion on the BFPL electronic screens in the 
Brookfield Tower lifts, and the Brookfield Food Court. The commercial value of the space and hired infrastructure for 
the two weeks of the exhibition is approximately $8,000, which does not include electronic activation.   

The 2024 tour locations are Brookfield Place, The Grove Library Cottesloe, City of Melville AH Bracks Library, City 
of Greater Geraldton Library, St John of God Hospital Subiaco, Edith Cowan University Mt Lawley, Vancouver Ars 
Centre Albany, Walyalup Civic Centre Fremantle, and the Bunbury Museum & Heritage Centre.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Brookfield Tower 2, Brookfield Place Perth, CBD
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Yagan Square Digital Tower Exhibition 	

The relationship with Yagan Square and Development WA continued into its 
fifth year with the 45-metre-high tower once again featuring a digital exhibi-
tion of the newly announced WA Women’s Hall of Fame Inductees. 

The exhibition, a replicate of the static exhibition in digital form, was creat-
ed by the CBRE team and screened at 8am, 1.00pm, and 6.00pm on Inter-
national Women’s Day, 8 March.  Supported by a social media campaign, 
people wandering through the Square were encouraged to stop and look up. 
The 15-minute slideshow continued to be screened periodically throughout 
the remainder of 2024. 

All costs associated with the preparation of this digital exhibition, and the 
commercial screen placement, were provided ‘in kind’ by Development WA. 

Commemorative Booklet	

The WA Local Government Association (WALGA), joined with the WA Wom-
en’s Hall of Fame as the production partner for the 2024 Commemorative 
Booklet. This year’s booklet features a welcome from Cr. Karen Chappel AM 
JP, President of WALGA, with photographs and short biographies for each of 
the 2024 Inductees, including the Roll of Honour who have previously only 
been mentioned by name. 

The 2024 Commemorative booklet was given to guests attending the Cere-
mony, quantities are available from selected exhibitions and are available to 
download free from the website. 

Roll of Honour 	

Part of this year’s public engagement campaign placed focused on the “Roll 
of Honour’, which saw the WA Women’s Hall of Fame join with two differ-
ent partners to present two different events, both acknowledging inspiring 
women who have gone before us. 

The first was a collaboration with the Metropolitan Cemeteries Board to cre-
ate a new free, self-guided walking trail, which features sixteen WA Wom-
en’s Hall of Fame Inductees, and others. 

Titled “Walking with Western Australian Women”, the trail was official-
ly launched by the Hon. Hannah Beazley MLA at Karrakatta Cemetery, 
Wednesday 13 March, at a morning tea with guests including relatives of 
some of WA WHoF Roll of Honour inductees. 

Free trail maps are also available form the administration office at Karrakatta 
Cemetery, and the website www.mcb.wa.gov.au 

The second collaboration was with the City of Perth via participation in the 
annual Lotterywest Boorloo Heritage Festival. 

This event took the form of a free talk at the City of Perth Library about two 
of the 2024 ‘Roll of Honour’ inductees, Katharine Susannah Prichard, and 
Mary (Mollie) Skinner, both authors.  

Following a short presentation by WA Women’s Hall of Fame committee 
member Julie Ham which included history of the WA Women’s Hall of Fame, 
and the importance of the Roll of Honour in recognising women no longer 
with us, presentations were given about each of the women. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Screenshot of Yagan Digital 
Tower Exhibition
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

MEDIA CAMPAIGN

Roll of Honour	

The talk on Susannah Prichard was presented by biographer Nathan Hob-
by, who recently published the book “The Red Witch”, about this inspiring 
author’s life, for which he was awarded the 2023 WA Premiers Book of the 
Year Award. 

The second talk was about lesser-known author, Mary Skinner, and presented 
by researcher and producer, Diane Pope. 

As with the walk trail, the talk was extremely well received with an almost 
capacity audience at the City of Perth Library which included members of 
Mary Skinners extended family. 

The announcement of the 2024 WA Women’s Hall of Fame Inductees com-
menced on 8 March, with extensive coverage through press, radio, online, 
and associated organisations. The significant media results show the extent 
of the coverage secured around the State, and the interest there is to cele-
brate Western Australian women. 

From the Kimberley, to Albany, through to group specific publications 
including business: community, seniors, First Nations People’s, and medi-
cal, the media were ‘inspired’ by the women’s journey’s and supported the 
celebration and acknowledgement of their achievements through the WA 
Women’s Hall of Fame. 

There were two highlights in the 2024 media campaign, a feature in the 
West Australian Newspaper, and Business News (WA). 

The West story was published in the Saturday print edition (highest reader-
ship 481,000) and online the same day.  The three-quarter page print feature 
included an ‘exclusive’ photograph of 12 of the inductees. (NOTE: The 
remaining four inductees were not in Perth at the time of the shoot.) 

Business News published an online story focusing on the two ‘Business’ 
category inductees: Esme Bowen and Libby Lyons on International Women’s 
Day, then followed that with a story in their fortnightly print subscription 
only edition (readership 33,000) which focused on five women from dif-
ferent categories including: Culture, STEM &Technical Trades, Community, 
and Business.  Titled “Accelerating progress in gender equity”, the four-page 
feature talked about the women’s challenges, aspirations, and achievements, 
through their journey’s. The women were also part of Business News podcast 
– ‘At Close of Business’. 

Radio factored as a strong part of the announcement campaign, commenc-
ing early morning on IWD, and continued throughout the day, and into the 
evening.   As a medium, it is the perfect vehicle to tell the stories of our 
Inductees in a way which immediately reaches and inspires the audience.  

There were 14 different interviews throughout the day with 10 different 2024 
inductees.   The interview broadcast areas included 17 regional locations.  

The 2024 campaign was extensive, and diverse, spanning a myriad of 
platforms including press, featuring in 20 different print publications, radio, 
digital, and social media.
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OUR SPONSORS

As an incorporated not-for-profit association, the WA Women’s Hall of Fame ability to expand our vision and contin-
ue to grow, would not be possible without the support of our sponsors, partners, and our in-kind contributors.  

We sincerely thank all our sponsors and supporters for allowing us to pay respect to, acknowledge, and celebrate the 
important role of women in Western Australia. 

MAJOR SPONSOR

STATE GOVERNMENT PARTNER 

TOURING PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION PRESENTING PARTNER

Dr Anh Specialist Plastic Surgeon 

COMMEMORATIVE BOOKLET PRODUCTION PARTNER

WALGA 

2024 CATEGORY SPONSORS

ARTS: RTRFM 92.1

BUSINESS: Seeking Sponsorship 

COMMUNITY: Family Access Services 

CULTURE: IGO Ltd 

EDUCATION: Edith Cowan University 

HEALTH: St John of God Health Care 

SPORT: Department of Local Government, Sport 
& Cultural Industries 

STEM + TECHNICAL TRADES: IGO Ltd 

ROLL OF HONOUR:  
Metropolitan Cemetries Board

EVENT PARTNERS	 SUPPORTERS	

Brookfield Properties 
Yagan Square 
Minute Man Press Perth 

Seagal Media 
Park House Studio 
Delicious Web Design 

Gage Roads Brewing  
Company 



CONTACT US CONNECT WITH US 

Website: wawomenshalloffame.com.au
Email: wawomenshof@gmail.com

ABN 54 514 454 110 
linkedin/company/wa-women-s-hall-fame

facebook.com/wawomenshalloffame

CONTACT US

Website: wawomenshalloffame.com.au
Email: wawomenshof@gmail.com

ABN	 54 514 454 110

CONNECT WITH US

 facebook.com/wawomenshalloffame 

 linkedin/company/wa-women-s-hall-fame 

 instagram.com/wa_womens_hall_of_fame

Fiona Reid – Committee Chair 

Robyn Nolan – Deputy Chair 

Julie Ham – Secretary 

Sally Plummer – Treasurer 

Tina Gunter 

Kedy Kristal 

Ute Schierhorn 

Sue Doherty 

Associate Professor Paola Magni 

Sandra Brown

Ashleigh Gunner

Ex Officio: Dr Elaine Dowd (Dept for Communities)

2024 COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Gina Church

2024 MEDIA AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT MANAGER

2024 EVENT MANAGER 

Partner & Prosper 

Director – Jan Bryson


