MEDIA RELEASE
12 September 2025

HALL OF FAMI

THE WA WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME
‘CALL FOR NOMINATIONS’ 2026
IS OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED!

The WA Women’s Hall of Fame ‘Call for Nominations’ 2026, was officially launched in Parliament House
yesterday by The Honourable Simone McGurk MLA, Minister for Creative Industries, Heritage, Industrial
Relations, Aged Care and Seniors, and Women.

Following a Welcome to Country by proud Whadjuk Noongar Elder and 2016 Inductee Glenda Kickett,
Chairperson WA Women’s Hall of Fame Fiona Reid, announced the 2026 ‘Call for Nominations’ Champions.

In her address Ms Reid said, “This year we are celebrating Western Australian Women: City to Country. It
therefore seems very apt that our Champions are women who have worked and maintain a presence and
connection in both regional and metropolitan WA, illustrating the connections we share with each other across
this great State”.

CHAMPION - Cr. Karen Chappel AM JP, President of WALGA

Karen has been Shire President of Morawa for 16 years and a Councillor since 2005. She is also the current
Vice President of the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA). Beyond her official roles, Karen has
been actively involved in community organisations such as Desert Blue Connect and Rural Financial Counselling
Services WA, striving to improve access to vital services in rural and remote areas.

AND

CHAMPION - Robyn Sermon, CEO Royal Agricultural Society of WA

Born and raised on a farm in the wheatbelt, Robyn has 30-years’ experience in the education, agriculture,
mining, and health sectors. Focusing on regional development, stakeholder engagement, and community
infrastructure, she is the recipient of the 2022 OCA Inspiring Women Award. When Robyn was appointed
CEO of RASWA in 2022, she became the first female CEO of the organisation in its 193 years.

Ms. Reid went on to say, “The WA Women’s Hall of Fame acknowledges inspiring women from diverse social
and cultural backgrounds, across different sectors in rural, regional and metropolitan WA. All are women who
have not sought applause or accolades, but who have gone about their daily lives improving life for others, their
communities, their business, and on the land. They stand as role models for future generations, fostering
greater respect for women, and reminding us that anything is possible, as we work towards gender equity for all.
We encourage you to think about nominating a woman you know for 2026”.

Nominations open online, 11 September 2025, and close 5.00pm, 8 December 2025.
wawomenshallofame.com.au

Nominations will be accepted in the categories of: Health, Community, STEM & Technical Trades, Culture,
Education, Arts, Sport, and Business. Nominations are also welcome for the ’Roll of Honour’, to be inducted
posthumously.

The WA Women’s Hall of Fame 2026 would not be possible without our valued supporters and sponsors;
Lotterywest, Department of Communities WA, Family Access Services, St John of God Health Care, Edith Cowan
University, Metropolitan Cemeteries Board, WALGA, Karen Wheatland Photographer, Brookfield Place Perth, and
Minuteman Press Perth.

MEDIA ENQURIES / INTERVIEWS / PHOTOGRAPHS:

Gina Church M: 0409 299 220 E: ginachurch@westnet.com.au / wawomenshof@gmail.com



../MEDIA%20RELEASES/wawomenshallofame.com.au
mailto:ginachurch@westnet.com.au
mailto:wawomenshof@gmail.com

